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In comparing the pretest-posttest scores of student 
teachers^ it was discovered that the group which had been exposed to 
the Flanders Interaction Analysis significantly increased their 
self ^concept scores ^ whereas the control group not so treated did 
not* This result occurred whether the instrument measured self 
concept of the individual or self concept as a prospective teacher* 
The E group was also significantly higher than the C group an the 
posttest. It was concluded that^ perhaps because of an increased 
awareness of the verbal interaction in the classroom and improved 
interpersonal climate^ an increased self-image occurred, (Author) 
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Louise H, Soares^ University of Bridgeport 
Anthony T* Soares, University of BridgBport 

In comparing the pretest-postteit icores of student teacheri. It 
was discovered that the group which had been exposed to the Flanders 
Interaction Analysis significantly increased their self-concept scores, 
whereas the control group not so treated did not. This result occurred 
whether the instrument measured self concept of the individual or self 
concept as a prospective teacher. The 1 group was also significantly 
higher than the C group on the post teat. It was concluded that, perhaps 
because of an increased awareness of the verbal interaction in the class- 
room and improved interpersonal climate, an increased self-image occurred. 
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Intaraction Analysis and 
Self Concepts of Student Teachers 

Louise M. Soares, University of Bridgeport 
Anthony T. Scares, University of Bridgeport 

Most of the research exploring the effect of the Flanders Interaction 
Analysis (lA) has been concerned with the ralationship of this form for 
structuring the observations of teachers* verbal behavior with student 
achievemant. The correlation is consistently positive bu't low when the 
teacher's interaction is Indirect xather than direct* Other studies have 
concluded that students have changed attitudes in a variety of ways as a 
result of their teacher's indirect verbal interaction* Most of these 
studies, however J extrapolate from teacher behavior (verbal interaction) 
the causes of student behavior (achievement and attitudes) . The effect of 
classroom climate may thus be grossly exaggerated because of the many Inter 
vening variables not taken into account. Instead 3 it might be worthwhile 
to measure the contribution to the teachers themselves when they are made 
awcare of their own verbal interaction with their students. 

Therefore, the focus of the present study was upon the self concepts 
of student teachers both before and after their student- teaching intern- 
HiiLp when Supervised by means of lA. 
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Das ign 

Two groups each containing 33 college seniors majoring in education 
were randomly chosen? 21 females and 12 males in both the experimental 
and control groups. The F '^^roup was given a 3»to 5-day eKposure to the 
Flanders- system prior to s tudent- teaching. In addition^ they performid a 
micro- teaching lesson and then did a, matrix on their own lesson* In the 
tun weeks of their student- teaching experience the lA was uaed in their 
Huparvlslon and in the analysis of their verbal behavior. The C group did 
not roceive this treatment, though all other aspects of student- teaching 
were the same for the two groups. 

Both groups were administered two instruments of self concept before 
and after s tudent- teaching , One is an inventory used eKtenslvely with all 
ages and all SES (Soares & Soarea, 1969, 1970). It is a measure of Self 
Concept (SC) of the individual, containing 40 bi-polar traits separated by 
four spaces of distance. The other is a measure of Self Concept (SCt) as a 
prospective teacher (Soares & Soares, 1968, 1971). This instrument contains 
72 bi^polar traits in the same format. 

RgHul ts 

In the t'-t^st analysis of mean SC scores, there was a significant 
change in the E group as a whole and in the male and female groups, but 
there was no corresponding iricreasa in the G group (see Table 1), The 
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E group also showed a significantly higher mean score than the G group in 
the posttest though not in the pretest. 

In the comparison of the Ss' self concepts as teachers (Table 2) j slg* 
nilicance occurred between the pretest and posttest of the E group as a 
whuJe and in the female E aub-groupj but not In the G group* Agalnp there 
wn.s a g ignif leant Ly higher mean score for the E group in comparison to 
the C group on the posttest though not on the pretest. 

Cone ! us j ons 

Though no cause-and-ef fact can be attributed to utilising the Flanders' 
Interaction Analysis in a teacher- training program^ there does seem to be a 
strong relationship between students being exposed to lA and their improved 
.so I iFTiage,^ The two groups of student- teachers were the same in all import- 
ant ways. The differentiating factor was the treatment procedure of lA in 
supervision for one group and not the other, it" may well be that self- 
analysis of verbal behavior and awareness of the type of interaction be- 
tween self and others- -with the attendant reinforcement frrjm improved class- 
room cl Imate* -contribute to the fature teacher's confidence and self- 
esteem. 
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Table 1 
Average Self Concept Scorei 
of Student Teaeheri 



Pretest Postteit 
Group M SD M SD t (pre-post) 



E::per inienta 1 (ii^33) 
Wale 
Female 

t<M-F 



Control (n^33) 
Female 
t(W-F) 



(Ma-Ma) 
t. 



20.29 6,56 
20.77 7*24 

10.55 oas 

s 73ne 



23,76 7*S3 
23.30 6,52 
24.35 5,90 

-.10ns 



- . 90ns 

-1* 63n3 
*l*99hs 



25.46 4.64 
26.00 5.01 
25.07 0,66 



.22,55 4.10 
22.16 6,60 
22.69 5,87 

«,39ns 



I, 59ns 

^03ni 
2.72 *^ 



*3.54 
-2.24 
-2,22 



.93 na 
.24 na 
.13 n^ 



(total group) 



P < .05 
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Table 2 

Average Self Concept-Taacher 
Scores of Student Teachars 



S 



Group 


Pretttst 
M SD 


M SD 




E^cperimental (n^33) 


39.22 16.60 


51.03 11.91 


-3.17 


Mala 
Famale 


39,03 19.12 . 
30.94 14.91 


48,20 14,05 
51.56 12.96 


-1.22 ns 
-2,89 




.14 ns 


-.68 ns 




Control (n^33) 


45.00 11,67 


45.86 11.65 


- ,02 na 


Mfile 
Fem^^ ^ 


44,40 10,64 
46,42 12 59 


45.16 13.06 
4fi 71 li 7fi 


« s 16 ns 

— # wo iliS 


t(M*F) 


-.49 ns 


-s31 ni 






*»72 ns 


• 53 na 






•1.75 ns 


1.17 




te^c 


'1.04 na 


2,13 ^ 





(total group) 
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